Bivalirudin in acute coronary syndromes and percutaneous coronary intervention.
The standard of care for patients with acute coronary syndrome is antithrombotic and antiplatelet therapies along with early percutaneous coronary intervention. Because of the limitations of heparin, there has been an interest in direct thrombin inhibitors, such as bivalirudin, which is now the anticoagulant of choice in percutaneous coronary intervention.